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from  an  extended  suffrage,  a  sense which brought  Fox
Into  direct  collision with  the  theory Burke  had  applied,
even  In  his  least   timid   and   tentative  moments,  to  the
political troubles of the state.    It was Burke's theory that
the actual decision in political affairs  should rest with a
small minority of men, whose acts and standards should be
known and discussed publicly, but whose Independence of
judgment should  be expressly and clearly acknowledged.
Fox boldly adopted the democratic theory of the rule of the
majority.    He repudiated the doctrine that every man had a
right to a vote, but he repudiated on the other side the
doctrine that the rights of the people were respected in an
arrangement which restricted political power to an insignifi-
cant fraction.    He held that the people were entitled not
only to  Immunity from  actual oppression by the Govern-
ment, but also to security against future oppression.    The
House of Commons existed in his view for a definite pur-
pose, the purpose of protecting the interests of the whole
kingdom   against   the   usurpations   and  injustices  of   the
Executive.    Did it fulfil that purpose under a set of arrange-
ments which left Its election to fifteen thousand electors?
According to Burke It did, because the best security against
those evils was the rule of a benevolent oligarchy, which was
restrained by a party system and formed a barrier against the
ambition and corruption of the Crown on the one hand, and
against the follies and the mischievous humours of the people
on the other.    According to Pitt it did, on the ground that
the country showed no signs of dissatisfaction with his own
rule, and the rumble of discontent came from quarters where
the constitution itself and not the anomalies of representa-
tion was challenged and disliked.    Fox argued that it did
not, because the whole experience of its working showed
that the only substantial and permanent defence against the
Executive was to be found in calling into play the energy
and the power of the mass of the people.
This  argument  might  appear   to   point   to   universal
suffrage.    Why if Fox talked of the paramount rights of